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When King Virata returned and was told
who his five retainers really were, he welcomed
them cordially, and being under a special
obligation to Arjun, readily offered his friend-
ship and alliance. And now the time had
come for Yudhishthir to reclaim his forfeited
realm, but Duryodhan evaded a direct answer,
merely observing that Arjun had been seen
within the appointed time.

The Pandavas then summoned a council of
war at Virata's capital. Their cousin Krishna
came over from Gujarat, and many con-
federates were present. King Drupada, who
had not forgotten the humiliation he had
received at Dhritar&shtra's hands, made a
warlike speech, and recommended that the
allied troops should be mobilised at once.
After him the wise Krishna rose and
addressed the council: " First sue for honour-
able peace," said he. " Should the Kauravas
decline to give up the land which my noble
cousins claim, there will be time enough to
declare war." The force and directness of
the appeal had the desired effect, and the
assembled KSjas decided to negotiate for
peace, but if no concessions were made, to
prepare for war.

The Kauravas were no less anxious than